at the time of his death forty-three years of age, (twenty-two of which had been spent in the navy,) tall, robust, and well proportioned; till his last illness recollected no interruption to the full enjoyment of health, except an attack of fever in India fifteen years since, and of rheumatism, which, in the winter of 1824-5, confined him to the house four months.
The circumstances of the case, as they occurred before I visited him, I have obtained from the patient himself, his wife, and a respectable surgeon, under whose care he was placed.
Towards the end of last. March, after sleeping several nights in a very damp room, the first symptom which attracted his attention was a pain of the left side, sometimes extending across the lower part of the back. In a day or two, increasing weakness of the legs was felt, and some degree of numbness. The bowels became constipated, and a difficulty in voiding his urine was perceived. 
